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1. SUMMARY 
 
1.1 This report updates Schools Forum on concerns relating to the potential negative 

impact of the introduction of Universal Infant Free School Meals [UFSM] from 
September 2014 on future Pupil Premium funding which is based upon registration of 
eligibility for Free School Meals.  
 

2. RECOMMENDATIONS 
 

2.1 Schools Forum is asked to note the advice and guidance now issued by the DfE 
concerning registration for eligibility for Free School Meals when UFSM is 
implemented from September 2014.  
 

2.2 Schools Forum is asked to consider what approach Waltham Forest and schools 
should take to ensure that registration for Free School Meals (Pupil Premium 
registration) is not adversely affected by the introduction of UFSM from September 
2014. 

 
3. REASON 

 
3.1 The potential impact of UFSM on Pupil Premium funding was an issue raised at the 

last meeting of Schools Forum and new advice and guidance has recently been 
published by the DfE.  

 
4. BACKGROUND 
 
4.1 From September 2014 all infant pupils in the reception year and years 1 and 2 will be 

entitled to receive a free school meal under a new scheme funded by the 
government. Because all infants will be entitled to receive a fee school meal, there 
has been concern expressed nationally, in the light of experiences in the pilot 
authorities, that there could be a drop off in registration for free school meals. This 
would have an adverse impact on Pupil Premium funding in future years as well as 
affecting data on comparator schools.   
 

4.2 DfE advice and guidance was published on 6th March 2014 as part of the Universal 
Infant Free School Meals Toolkit. The relevant information is set out below: 
 
Maintaining Pupil Premium Registration: Continuing to register those children entitled 
to a free school meal under the current criteria and recording actual free meals taken is 
important for school funding.  
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In the local authority schools that have already introduced UFSM, schools have seen an 
increase in pupil premium registration. This is because they planned and put in place 
appropriate measures – including the introduction of compulsory school meal registration 
schemes. 

 
For the financial year 2015-16, the same criteria currently used to assess FSM eligibility (i.e. 
receipt of qualifying benefits) will continue to be used to assess whether a pupil qualifies for 
the pupil premium (£1300 per child at present). Data on FSM-eligible pupils will continue to be 
collected by the Department for Education annually, through the School Census (for 
mainstream settings) and the Alternative Provision Census (for non-mainstream settings). 

 
Possible approach (for schools): 
 
•  It is important that you speak with your local authority as soon as possible for additional 

guidance and support 
 
•  Check children’s entitlement to free school meals using the Department for Education’s 

Eligibility Checking Service, which local authorities have access to 
 
•  Consider introducing a compulsory registration system for all school meals as part of 

school enrolment 
 
•  Consider simplifying forms and data collection approaches – see 

www.schoolfoodplan.com/uifsm-forms for sample forms from UFSM local authorities. 
 

Case Study: Innovative approaches to capturing data on existing FSM pupil eligibility 
 

Southwark developed a simple new form (http://tinyurl.com/mgegvbe) which schools 
present to parents as part of the enrolment. Anyone earning over £16,190 is not entitled to 
free school meals under any of the current criteria. The form is checked using the DfE 
eligibility checking system, to which local authorities have access. 
 
Islington instituted a compulsory registration system for all school meals – a free meal was 
only provided if parents registered for one. Forms were distributed by schools to all parents of 
children over 3, and parents were asked to complete the form as part of school enrolment. To 
manage this process additional administrative work undertaken by the borough included: 
 
•  sending out registration forms – view form at http://tinyurl.com/nwhamd7 
•  logging and collating information and analysing data on returned forms, 
•  checking FSM eligibility of each returned form on the DfE’s Eligibility Checking Service 
•  chasing schools / parents for non-returned forms or additional information, 
•  liaising with head teachers/administrative staff in each school, 
•  providing assistance in implementing the Eligibility Checking Service. 

 
4.3 Given the further advice and guidance from the DfE, the Local Authority is now 

seeking the view of Schools Forum on what approach(es) could be taken in Waltham 
Forest to ensure that Pupil Premium registration remains high.  It should be 
remembered that for a child entering the reception year in September 2014 and 
registered for FSM as at October 2014 will attract funding for six years even if 
subsequently they are no longer eligible. At the current Pupil Premium rate of £1,300 
for primary pupils this is worth at least £7,800 to a primary school compared with 
relatively low administrative costs incurred by the school / Local Authority in 
registration.  
 

5 CONSULTATION 
 

5.1 Schools Forum is being consulted on the approach(es) that could be adopted in 
Waltham Forest to ensure continued high Pupil Premium registration.  


