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1. SUMMARY 
 
1.1    This report updates Schools Forum on issues relating to the Pupil premium Grant for 

Looked after Children (LAC) in 2013-14. 
 
1.2 It provides an update on the changes to LAC pupil premium grant for 2014-15,also. 
 
2. RECOMMENDATIONS 

 
2.1 Schools Forum notes the current unallocated balance of £131,250 of 2013-14 LAC 

pupil premium as outlined under 4.3 and shown in Table A. 
 

2.2 Schools Forum notes the actions being under taken by the Local Authority (LA) and 
the Virtual Head as outlined under 4.4 to distribute the unclaimed amount of LAC 
pupil premium before the end of the financial year 2013-14. 
 

2.3 Schools Forum agrees that further to the action in 2.2 any remaining balance will be 
allocated to the Virtual Head for the purchase of ICT equipment for LAC and one to 
one tuition to raise the attainment of children looked after by Waltham Forest as per 
4.5. 

 
2.4 Schools Forum notes the changes to LAC Grant for 2014-15 as outlined under 4.7 

to 4.10.  
 
3. REASON 

 
3.1 To alert Schools Forum to the LAC Pupil Premium and that schools have not been 

claiming it from the LA. 
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4. BACKGROUND 
 

2013-2014 Pupil Premium for LAC 
 

4.1 The LA has been allocated £155,000 based on the number of children continuously 
looked after for over six months as recorded in the March 2013 Children Looked 
After Data Return (SSDA903).  
 

4.2 The LA has subsequently issued payments to maintained schools and academies for 
eligible looked after children who are on roll at that school. The amount per pupil is 
£900. 
 

4.3 In 2013-14 the total amount that has been claimed by schools and academies to date 
is £23,750. This has resulted in an a unclaimed balance of £131,250 as shown in 
Table A below. As per the grant conditions any unclaimed balance is clawed back by 
the DfE. 
 
Table A: LAC Allocation for 2013-14 and the amounts distributed 
  2013-14 
  £ 
Looked After Allocation 155,000 
Actual Claims 23,750 
Balance unclaimed 131,250 

 

4.4 Table B shows the distribution of LAC allocation between Waltham Forest Schools 
and  schools in other Local Authorities. The LA is working together with the Virtual 
Head taking the following actions to allocate the unclaimed balance before the end of 
31 March 2014:  

• All schools recorded as having LAC on the March 2013 Children Looked After 
Data Return (SSDA903) have been identified.   

• All Waltham Forest Schools will be paid their unclaimed funding directly into 
their bank account.  

• Schools in other local authorities will have to invoice the LA to claim the 
funding. A process has been set up by the Virtual Head to communicate with 
schools in other local authorities prompting them to invoice the LA for LAC 
pupil premium. 

 
 Table B: LAC Allocation for 2013-14 and the amounts distributed 
  Allocation 

received 
Paid To be claimed 

  £ £ £ 
Waltham Forest Schools 49,500 1,650 47,850 
Schools in Other Local Authorities 105,500 22,100 83,400 
Total 155,000 23,750 131,250 

 
 

4.5 After allocating monies to the relevant schools as outlined above any further 
remaining balance will be utilised to support learning and achievement for LAC 
through purchase of tablets, laptops and other ICT hardware and the allocation of 
commissioned individual support for targeted pupils. 
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4.6 All Waltham Forest Schools should ensure that they have claimed LAC 

Pupil Premium for any pupils in their schools that are the responsibility of other local 
authorities.  
 

 
2014-2015 Pupil Premium for LAC  

4.7 There have been changes to the eligibility criteria and the amount per pupil has been 
raised to £1,900. The LA will receive a provisional allocation for the number of 
children looked after for at least one day as recorded in the March 2013 Children 
Looked After Data Return (SSDA903) and aged 4 to 15 at 31 August 2012. This 
allocation will be updated and finalised in October 2014 based on the number of 
children looked after for at least one day as recorded in the March 2014 Children 
Looked After Data Return (SSDA903) and aged 4 to 15 at 31 August 2013. 
 

4.8 As per the grant conditions the allocation for LAC pupil premium will be managed by 
the Virtual School Head and Virtual School, to be used for the benefit of the looked 
after child’s educational needs as described in their Personal Education Plan (PEP). 
 

4.9 The Virtual School Head’s role is to ensure there are arrangements in place to 
discuss with the child’s education setting – usually with the designated teacher – how 
the child will benefit from any pupil premium funding. 
 

4.10 From 1 April 2014 the Virtual School Head and the Virtual School will manage and 
initiate the payment of the LAC pupil premium and monitor the outcomes as per the 
PEP. The responsibility for processing the payments will continue with the LA.  
 

5 CONSULTATION 
 

5.1 In reaching the above proposals the LA has consulted with the Virtual School Head. 


