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1. SUMMARY
1.1 Appendix A to this report sets out the Forward Plan for 2014-15. 
1.2	This includes the timelines for key actions required by the DFE / EFA from the Local Authority and schools to determine the allocation of the 2015-16 Dedicated Schools Grant between schools and academies, early years providers and high needs providers by 31 March 2015. 
1.3   	The proposals in the reports to Schools Forum are usually the outcome of officers and members of Schools Forum working together in Task and Finish Groups.  
1.4    Schools and settings are consulted on the changes proposed prior to Schools Forum deciding on their recommendations to Cabinet for decision.
	
2	RECOMMENDATIONS
2.1	Schools Forum to note the key deadlines and reports to be presented during the year.
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	Date
	Organisation
	Action

	May 
	DfE
	     Announces 2014-15 Funding Factors


	May and June 2014
	LA
	1. Response to DfE consultation on simplifying the administration of academies funding

2. CFO sign off of Pupil Premium, PE, Summer Schools and Year 7 Catch up Grant

3. CFO sign off of SFVS returns

4. Task & Finish Group: Pupil Premium

5. Copy Right Licensing Pro-forma sign off by CFO.



	11 June 2014
	Schools Forum
	Planned reports:

1. School Block Funding 2015-16

2. Revised Growth Fund 2014-15 and Provisional  Growth Fund 2015-16

3. School Forum Constitution-Membership 

4. Timelines of Key Actions Required by the Local Authority and Schools Forum Forward Plan for 2014-15  


	June
	DfE


	1. Announces outcome of consultation on Fairer School Funding for 2015-16 and timetable for submission of data from local authorities for 2015-16

2. Issues Funding agreements to 16 to 19 Institutions for High Needs Students.

3. Finalises 2013-14 Early Years Block allocations,
      this is included  in the DSG for 2014-15

4. Publishes UFSM allocations and makes first payment for  period;  September to March





	Date
	Organisation
	Action

	July and August
	LA 







Possible Consultation on formula factors 

	1. Establish Task & Finish group for Early Years –discuss bringing together of the 2,3 and 4 Year Old processes 

2. Establish Task & Finish Group to Review LFF for 2015-16 including de-delegation and use of DSG Balances.

3. If the Task and Finish Group recommend changes to the formula factors, schools and Academies will need to be consulted during July to early September.

4. s251 Outturn for 2013-14 submission.

5. CFR upload to EFA for 2013-14 Outturn


	17 Sept  2014
	Schools Forum
	Planned Reports:

1. DSG Schools Block Centrally Retained Funding outturn for 2013-14

2. Outturn in High Needs Block and Early Years Block in 2013-14 and Final DSG allocation for 2014-15.

3. Report back from Task & Finish Group on Pupil Premium

4. Report back from 5-16 Year Old Task & Finish Group

5. Forecasted Schools Block DSG for 2015-16 and review of  formula factors in LFF in light of Minimum Funding Level announcements 

6. Review of arrangements for Growth Fund for 2015-16
 
7. School Reserves 2013-14 Outturn.


	Sept to Nov 2014

	LA


Consultation on rates applied to formula factors 
	1. Task & Finish Working to Review Pooling arrangements.

2. If the 5-16 Year Old Task and Finish group recommend changes to the rates applied to formula factors, consultation will take place after September Schools Forum between September and End of October to report to November School Forum


	30 Sept 2014

	LA
	Final date for LA submissions for Dis-application of MFG or particular factors.
 

	2 Oct 2014

	Schools/LA/DFE/EFA
	School Census Day.  Schools complete Census data EFA and LAs check and validate School Census for maintained schools.


	7 Oct 2014
 
	Cabinet
	Cabinet to decide if the 5-16 formula factors in the Local Funding Formula are to be changed 2015-16 following September Schools Forum recommendation




	31 Oct 2014
	LA
	Submits provisional pro-formas setting out agreed Local Funding Formula. Factors within the formula cannot be changed although the rate may change. 




	Date
	Organisation
	Action

	12 Nov 2014 
	Schools Forum
	Planned Reports:

1. Implementation of Universal Free School Meals

2. Update on High Needs Block 2014-15 and review of arrangements for 2015-16

3. Update on Early Years Block 2014-15 and review of arrangements for 2015-16

4. Agreement on changes to LFF, Growth Fund and Central Retained expenditure arrangements for 2015-16

5. De-delegation for 2015-16.


	9 December 
	Cabinet
	Cabinet to decide if the rates applied to the formula factors 5-16 Year Olds are to be changed following October Schools Forum recommendation
 

	Mid – Late  December 2014
	EFA / DfE
	1. Confirmation of  NOR and pupil characteristics data to be used in Local Funding Formula for 2015-16

2. Confirmation of Minimum Funding levels and Schools DSG for 2015-16

3. Issues final APT for preparation of Schools Block Budgets


	November 2014 – January 2015
	Task & Finish Working Party plus any consultation with schools and PVIs

	1. Review of High Needs Block funding arrangements for 2014-15 and proposals for 2015-16

2.   Review of Early Years Funding for 2, 3 and 4 year olds

	November 2014 – January 2015
	LA
	1. Early Years Team works on draft funding arrangements for early years 2015-16

2. LA submits to EFA data on HNLI pupils and places required in 2015-16 

	

14 January 2015
	

Schools Forum
	
Planned reports:

1. Final 2015-16 Schools Budgets 5-16 Year Olds

2. Final Growth Fund Allocations 2015-16

3. Final 2015-16 High Needs Block Special Schools / Special Resource Provision and Top Up element 3

4. Update on adjustments to Early Years providers budgets for Autumn Term 2014


	23 January 2015
	LA
	LAs submit final 5-16 YOs school budget shares pro-formas and underlying data to EFA on APT.


	11 Feb 2015
	Schools Forum
	Planned Reports:

1. Final 2015-16 funding arrangements for Early Years providers of free education for 2, 3, and 4 YOs.



	
Date
	Organisation
	Action

	28 Feb  2015

	LA
	Deadline for LA to  inform schools of budget shares for 2015-16


	11 March 2015
	Provisional Schools Forum 

	


	17 March 2015
	Cabinet 
	Cabinet Report to note 2015-16  funding after applying factors       
and rates for 5-16 and  2,3,and 4 YOs 


	March 2015
	EFA
	Provisional High Needs Block funding for 2015-16 announced


	31 March 2015
	LA
	1. National deadline for informing maintained and PVI providers of their budget shares for 2013/14

2. s251 Budget Statement for 2015-16 submission.
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