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Attachments  

 
1. SUMMARY 
1.1 Universal Infant Free School Meals (UIFSM) was introduced in 

September 2014 as part of the Children and Families Bill. It imposed a 
legal duty upon local authorities to provide free school meals to all 
infants in reception, year 1 and year 2. The UIFSM grant will be 
calculated based on an initial estimate of newly eligible infants (i.e. 
infants not eligible for free school meals under the existing criteria). 
This is at a rate of £2.30 per newly eligible infant. 

1.2 There is a risk that some families will not feel encouraged to register 
their details with the authority for the purpose of ascertaining 
entitlement to additional pupil premium as they qualify for a free meal 
under the UIFSM criteria. However this deprives schools of pupil 
premium, which is currently set at £1,320 per pupil. 

1.3 This report provides an update of the steps this authority has taken to 
minimise the loss of pupil premium funding and makes 
recommendations for continuing these actions in 2015-16. 
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2. RECOMMENDATIONS 
2.1.1 Schools Forum to note 

 
(a) The net benefit to schools as a result of the steps taken to 

minimise loss of pupil premium. 
 

(b) The intention of the local authority to recover the cost of 
the checking service initiative from schools in 2015-16. 
This is estimated to be £91,000 or £72.00 per child 
registered. 

 
 
 

3. REASONS 
3.1 The Local Authority has been given new responsibilities for providing 

UIFSM to all infants in reception, year 1 and year 2. The grant 
calculation does not include those infants who are entitled to receive 
FSM. The authority has taken steps to ensure that those infants that 
are entitled to receive UIFSM and FSM are registered and this 
therefore ensures that schools receive Pupil Premium. 
 

3.2 Schools have been better off as result of this additional administrative 
work. For 2014-15, a total of 1,244 claims have generated additional 
pupil premium of £1,617,200.This was at a cost of £89,300, which was 
paid from contingency. This is a net benefit to schools of £1,527,000.  
Applying the principle of pupil premium being due for every child 
eligible in the last six years (Ever-6), the benefit to schools through the 
pupil premium rises to £9.85 million.   
 

3.3 It is estimated that the cost of providing this service in 2015-16 will be 
£91,000 with a net benefit. It is proposed that this cost will be 
recovered from schools in proportion to the number of successful pupil 
premium claims per school at say £72 per child. 
 

4. BACKGROUND 
4.1 In relation to Pupil premium, it is important schools and local authorities 

continue to register those children entitled to a free school meal under 
the current criteria. This is crucial for schools’ funding. Schools have 
seen an increase in pupil premium registration where the local 
authority had already introduced UIFSM. This is because they planned 
and put in place appropriate measures – including the introduction of 
school meal registration schemes for all pupils. 
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4.2 For the financial year 2015-16, the same criteria currently used to 
assess FSM eligibility (i.e. receipt of qualifying benefits) will continue to 
be used to assess whether a pupil qualifies for the pupil premium 
(£1,320 per child). Data on FSM-eligible pupils will continue to be 
collected by the Department for Education (DFE) annually, through the 
School Census (for mainstream settings) and the Alternative Provision 
Census (for non-mainstream settings). 
 

4.3 This authority instituted a registration system for all school meals – all 
parents/guardians with children in reception, year 1 and year2 were 
encouraged to register their details so that we could confirm throughout 
the year whether the school is entitled to the additional pupil premium 
funding for their child. Forms were distributed by schools to all parents 
of children over 3, and parents were asked to complete the form as 
part of school enrolment. To manage this process additional 
administrative work was undertaken by the borough and included: 
• sending out registration forms  
• logging and collating information and analysing data on returned   
  forms, 
• checking FSM eligibility of each returned form on the DFE’s Eligibility        
  Checking Service 
• chasing schools / parents for non-returned forms or additional  
  information, 
• liaising with head teachers/administrative staff in each school, 
• providing assistance in implementing the Eligibility Checking Service. 

4.4 To manage process going forward the authority will set up a Schools 
Workshop to allow school representatives to meet staff processing free 
school meals to answer any questions and provide advice i.e. use of 
the Connect database and reconciliation of data.  

 

 
 


