Continuous Provision
Published on The Hub (https://thehub.walthamforest.gov.uk)

Continuous Provision
What is continuous provision?
Continuous provision is not just about the provision that should be accessible, it is also all about
what resources have been added to the areas of continuous provision that will allow the continuation
of learning in the absence of a practitioner.
In terms of planning continuous provision, it should be linked very closely to children's
assessments/observations and daily evaluations of the children's engagement with the environment.
Developing continuous provision
To develop continuous provision, initially open ended resources are added to each area of the
continuous provision. These resources are carefully chosen quality resources that are organised and
placed in areas which are always available for children to access independently across every area of
learning, both inside and outside. These support and allow children to investigate, explore and use
their thinking skills.
To measure the impact of learning, along with gain an understanding of the children's learning needs
and interests; practitioners should seek to evaluate the environment daily. This should be recorded.
From this daily evaluation practitioners will be able to identify relevant and interesting resources
that can be added to areas that are linked to children's interests or observations. By doing this it will
encourage children's engagement and in turn will move children on in their learning and
development.
More information on what is continuous provision
For further information on providing continuous and enhanced provision (Sally Featherstone 2012)
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